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ACE ‘One School, One Book’ 2018 -2019 
Save Me A Seat by Sarah Weeks 

 

As the Gretna Public Schools continue working on the #BeKind initiative, we are excited 
to begin our One School One Book project. This year all five elementary schools in the district 
will be reading Save Me A Seat by Sarah Weeks and Gita Varadarajan.  This book has won 
numerous state awards and is a Golden Sower nominee for Nebraska this year.  Save Me A Seat 
is about two students who face obstacles in their life and how they handle situations when 
others are not being kind.  

The goal for this project is to focus on how students can handle negative experiences, 
bullying, cyberbullying, or other adversity. In addition, discussions about strategies to combat 
and overcome these experiences will help all students as they travel down their own path. Each 
school will work with the staff to incorporate these discussions with all of the students while 
hoping that similar discussions will occur at home as well.  In February, Sarah Weeks will visit the 
schools to discuss the book further with students.  We hope you get a chance to enjoy the book 
as a family and have discussions on how we can all #BeKind. 
 

 Please carefully look over this letter, and the attached materials to better understand 
the schedule for reading the book, the activities planned at school, and the preparations for 
author Sarah Weeks to visit ACE on Feb. 8, 2019. 

If you have any additional questions after reading these materials, please don’t hesitate 
to email Mrs. Stier if you have any questions. lstier@gpsne.org 
  

Dates Chapters Friday School Activity Home Activity 

Jan. 7-11 Ch. 1-8 Lunchroom 
Conversation Starters 

-Vocabulary Notecard 
- Discussion questions 
-”Books Before Bedtime” 
PTO Event Friday the 11th 

Jan. 14-18 Ch. 9-16 “Mix It Up” Lunchroom 
Seating 

-Vocabulary Notecard 
- Discussion questions 

Jan. 21-25 Ch. 17-22 Family Circles: Design a 
cafeteria layout 

-Vocabulary Notecard 
- Discussion questions 

Jan. 28-Feb. 
1 

Ch. 23-32 Eat Lunch in your 
classroom 

Due Friday 2/1/19 
School Lunch Menu 

Feb. 4-8 Ch. 33-49 Author Sarah Weeks 
Visits ACE! 

  



 
Jan. 7 – 11, 2019: Chapters 1 – 8 
 
ACETV:  Monday Morning: 
 3 – 5 min video added by Mrs. Stier & Tech Club 
  Who do you eat lunch with each day at school? 
  Have you ever invited new kids to sit with you and your friends? 
  Have you asked someone new to play with you at recess? 
  Why or why not? 
  What is your favorite school lunch? 
 
 
 
Classrooms:  Friday Afternoon 
 Discussion questions for the end of these chapters: 

Why was it so important to Ravi that his name was pronounced correctly? 
Would it matter to you? 
Tell about a time you moved to a new school and had to start over? 
Was it hard?  How so? 
Why do you think that Dillon steals so much when he doesn’t need the things he 
takes? 
What do you think of Mr. Barnes’ advice on page 37:  “The trick is not to let them 
get to you”? 
Do you agree?  Is it easier said than done? 
 
 
 

Optional classroom writing activity for the week: 
Write about a time when you stood up for someone who needed help.  
How did it make you feel? 
Was there ever a time when you did not stand up for someone and you wish you 
had? 
 
Home activity: 
Choose a word from Ravi’s glossary. Use a notecard to write the word on one side 
and draw a picture illustrating the words meaning on the other side.  
 
*turn into your teacher and the class that has the highest participation will get a 
shoutout on ACE TV. 

 
PTO Event:  

January 11th “Books Before Bedtime”  



 
 
Jan. 14-18, 2019: Chapters 9 – 16 
 
ACETV:  Monday Morning: 
 3 – 5 min video added by Mrs. Stier & Tech Club 

Why don’t you and your classroom create a New Student Welcoming Plan to use 
whenever a new student comes to the school. 
Your plan should involve actions that ensure that any new students are 
immediately involved in classroom and school activities.   
Some ideas might include:  an introductory letter, a classroom or school 
handbook, a student profile booklet, a class ‘our favorite things’ list, etc… 

 
 
Classrooms:  Friday Afternoon 
 Activity for the end of these chapters: 

Use the Food Tray worksheet, and have students draw their favorite school lunch.  
Have students share with a partner their picture and have them talk about how it 
is different from what they might eat at home, or what traditional foods they 
might eat at holidays or special events. 
 

 
Home activity: 
Choose a word from Joe’s glossary. Use a notecard to write the word on one side 
and draw a picture illustrating the words meaning on the other side.  
 
*turn into your teacher and the class that has the highest participation will get a 
shoutout on ACE TV. 
 

  



Jan. 21-25, 2019: Chapters 17 – 22 
 
ACETV:  Monday Morning: 
 3 – 5 min video added by Mrs. Stier & Tech Club 
  What is a bully? 
  What is the difference between bullying and just fooling around? 
  Can someone be a bully without meaning to be? 

What can you do to handle someone who is bullying you or a friend of yours? 
 
 
 
Classrooms:  Friday Afternoon 
 Discussion questions for the end of these chapters: 

Why do you think that Ravi’s grandmother is so critical of Ravi’s mother? 
Why do you think that Lucy is friendly with Dillon, when she used to be friends 
with Joe? 
What did Dillon mean on page 115 when he said, “I can hardly wait”? 
Is Ravi’s behavior in India different than Dillon’s behavior? 
Why was Ravi having such a hard time realizing that Dillon didn’t want to be 
friends? 
What does it tell you about Joe that he could still feel sorry for Ravi, even after 
Ravi had treated Joe so poorly? 
What important lesson did Ravi learn from Dillon? 
 
 
Home activity: 
Choose a word from either glossary. Use a notecard to write the word on one side 
and draw a picture illustrating the words meaning on the other side.  
 
*turn into your teacher and the class that has the highest participation will get a 
shoutout on ACE TV. 
 
 

  



Jan. 28 – Feb. 1, 2019: Chapters 23 – 32 
 
ACETV:  Monday Morning: 
 3 – 5 min video added by Mrs. Stier & Tech Club 

In your classroom, if you have time, use a Venn Diagram, on your desk, or on the 
board in your classroom.  This is used to compare and contrast two things.  It 
allows you to look at the things that are the same, and the things that are 
different. 
Use the Venn Diagram to compare and contrast 2 characters from the book. 
Discuss the things that are the same, and the things that are different about each 
character. 
Does everyone in your classroom agree?  Why or why not? 

 
 
 
Classrooms:  Friday Afternoon 
 Discussion questions for the end of these chapters: 

How should Joe have handled the constant bullying by Dillon? 
Why hadn’t Joe told his parents about how Dillon treated him? 
Do you think that Ravi was embarrassed of his culture now that Dillon called him 
a Curry Head?  Should he be embarrassed? 
Tell about a time when you made a wrong assumption about someone else that 
you didn’t know very well. 
Do you agree that “writing can change the world”?  If so, give an example of 
writing that has changed the world. 
What would you do if you were in Ravi’s situation? 
How would you handle Dillon? 
How would you help Mrs. Beam see that you are a strong student? 
 
 
Home activity: 
Create a school lunch menu for the week. Be adventurous and try some new 
things! These will be posted in the cafeteria the week Sarah Weeks comes to visit. 
You can use the sheet provided or create your own. Students are welcome to 
write or draw pictures to complete this activity.  
 
 
 

  



Feb. 4-8, 2019: Chapters 33 – 49 
 
ACETV:  Monday Morning: 
 3 – 5 min video added by Mrs. Stier & Tech Club 

As you are reading these chapters, pick a word from the book that is new to you.  
Write it down, and look up the definition in a dictionary.  Try to use that word in a 
conversation this week either at home, or at school. 

 
Classrooms:  Wednesday Afternoon 
 Discussion questions for the end of these chapters: 

What events made it easier for Joe’s life to get back to normal? 
What advice did Ravi get from his grandfather? 
What are the characteristics of a good friend? 
Do Ravi and Joe have those characteristics? 
Why were both boys optimistic when they returned to school? 
Describe Joe’s plan and how he knew it would work. 
Why did Ravi wink and smile at Dillon when he said that the care with ‘quitting is 
not an option’ was his? 
There is an expression, ‘To have good friends, you must be a good friend.’  Do you 
agree with this statement?  Why or why not? 
Is there a hero in this book?  Is there more than one hero?  What qualities does a 
person have that makes them a hero? 
 
 
Final Activity:  
Save Me A Seat’s author Sarah Weeks visits on Friday!! 
- 2/3 8:15-9:00 
- K/1 9:30-10:00 
- 4/5 1:30-2:30 
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